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o oneofthemjotskis ™

Y explined 10 Mrs.Harmeyerhat i bocn compelid o Howsing for e Hopefilnseadof

spending my Spring Bk iding onjt ki ot o  keen serse of v dy and a desie o leam
sl

M Hammeyeejus fooked at me fany nd e, “What?”

So then T told M Hamneyer | was her o ke ut with my oy, She looked ally inersted
thenand waned 1 know whichof the guy n i was min,and when | poinied o Michac she wen,
(Ocoocee, ' aoker which il e wilh inrnal prdetut o made e e ke smacking e

o then 1 hough  had et hange he subjct, andssked M Harmeyeifshe knew the sex of her
nbomn i ye M Hameye suprised e by sying she did't want 0 know, since it was nother
boy,she knew she'd neer psh.

1 was shocked 10 heara womanin West Virgiia cloing the exict same thing my o bock n New
Yok City i hways saying and | asked Mrs Hameyr e, ke my mom, was 4 opponcnt o e cul
ofte patiarchy, o which Mrs Harmeyer repfcd,Gosh, 1t want sornchody | can eyBarbis
for, stead of 1. Joes™

Aferinfoming Mrs Harmeyee that 1 ulyundensiod he elings ook my foodand went and s
down by Michac.Lily was at ut e oo, lming excryone.She Flmedall the Homniny Kroblocals
‘who e curously st ur e, ausig occasionaly 08k e where my s was nswer. “Back n
New York?), what e ke o b  princess (*Okay”) ad why on arh d come o Hominy Ko
To achieve seactulization through sellesly efping aten”). ' hik the ocls - aside
s Hareyes - would apprecae esring bout my e 0suck fce with my by fend.

Afe diner, ity declared she hd cnough footge or minseis et ko a single cpisode o er
Show.She decided she ws going 0 hsve o do s manth-ong it o Hominy Ko n e csble
acces show. She decided 1 calhe docunertary“Sour Mashand Medicai: The Falureof e Federal
Government o Esse the Burden of e Runl Por™

vl she sy, g the curmnt adinisttion o knces.

Afe diner,Dr. Gonzalesalkod for  whie bt 1 ' ey machatenion bocause  wasinking
aboutthe Port-O-Lets Nowe ko why we'd been nstrcied fobring ashlighs, Threare o ights n
the Por-O-Les, 5 you have 10,0 the middie f e night,you have 0 useyour ashlight 1o see by.
Whar's mare, hre’s o eling whatcs mightbe sharing tat Por-O-Lets with you. | mesn, ifyou ask
me, s e perfect hngout o spider, posiy black widow siders whose bieca bedendly At st
acconding o he Discovery e

L defiiclybringng my nscet repelnt with e o th bhroom vy e e 0 g0

s afler Dr. Gonyals's o, boring tlk hat things elly s ook up. That's bcass, alking
uck 1 0ur s, Micac ok my 1t was dark out, 20 cne saw),then pulld me bhind e
and sared kising me i  ighy romsntic manner. It kefitely ook my mind ff the PorO-Les s
ke while Good ting 1 hd my chemyChapStick handy.

Bt then Michnelwas ke, “Wha' that sl a1 i and iz b was talking bout my o,
hichtl smelled ke Bors brt.





images/page12.jpg
Gomervied by ABC A LIT Comerir, b grocses comfubeb bl

s thefctthar they havesepariod he gl s fomth by s —which s gong o ke f VERY
@iful o find a place private novgh 0t Michue ' sentliesforany e ut sssion that migh e
inour fure - wilh - shder o wrie 1 - PorO-Les!

et That s ight 11 Threar ot ev any working ndoor s st s untl we sl o
hostmiy'. We have to use PortO-Lets!

And don' cvem gt m stai o the whole showr ting. The e for solar showe bags cms
‘sanling clary when s he showe ra, which st bunch ofarped sl with books 0 hang
‘your shower bog from

ook ke going 0 wet wiesthe whole way, as it drizling sedily and thre s not it of

A you can't wash the sl fbrf ot fyour i with et wies, Beieve e, e

“The bell ain it 0 g0 Mast il 0 e this ol o the brsseril Kl Bl Wih
o't i gone.

ey should i 0 get used 1l i, because 1 ever want 10 volantoe with Grosapeace and belp.
Savethe whals, e ving condiions could be v worse

Seturday, March 12,9 p . Hominy Knob, WesVirgnia

We metour st ily. They ar Angieand ToddHarmeyer nd heie two chiden e year-od.
Mfichel and two-yeurod Sefn, | swesrthat i the by e Stfuno Thee is ot by on
the way, 1. Mrs Hamneyer i dein 8 month,though i youask e she looks ke she cold low
any moment.

M Hameyer s job sweepingup i sty sulon n downtown Hominy Kb, which consiss
ofa grocery Sore, et urion, ahardware s, cosignmentshop,ad he sty slon. M.
Harmeyer s boen unemployd sinc theocal 6 fuctorybumed down. Bosh M. and M Hameyer
arvery exctod bouttheinew Iouse: They havebeeniving i e snce they ot e Mitchel

s cxpecallyexcd aboutthe prspectofving s own room. Right now, e s o sleepn e s
od a5 i o and dad

Afer e metthetameyers and we wereall sading i e et cur dinner—salad,com o the b,
Soppyjoss (being vegetrian, 1just ook  bunof s of e vegeisbkes,siring besns, andcherry
cobbler,for doser - Mo Hamcyor asked mei it was e about my beinga princessandthe tall gy
chind me being my bodyguard, and i it was e

“Wellwhaihadoin ‘spendin your Spring Benk around bere,then, i you'r  riness?” M.
Harmeyer wanied 1 know. I were  princess, I'd pend my Spring Brak inCabo San Lucas sdin”
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Nobocycoukd be hoterhan my boyfrind, though. st wish it were sunirout s Michaclwould et
llswesty ad have otk i sin o Thatwould make bing ocses WAY fn,

el thatan acally knovwing | was contbuting 0t consnction s meaningl way.

Anyway, ourhous s ging up more gy hananyone lsc's,despie our et handicap:Boris
Wi amin no e way hlping1o b ur ouse st s ot making things worse,he way
Boi is S farhe s had o sthrn atschs thanks 0l the swdust, and dropped  cinderblock o
i ot will beall ight, i just s, Dr. Gl says). We e now assignd i 10 keing
Nichel and Stcfano rom wanderng 10 clos 0 the chai s, and eiling everybody's Gatorsde

Oh,yeuh. 1 know why Gatorade i o mportantnow. Buiding  house s VERY trig. You hve 0
eplace your lctolyes consanty.

M Harneyor sy boer i bt fo repiacing lectrolyes than Gatorade, botDr, ol pinid ot
1o himthat lcohol dhydratcsth bodyvery quickly, and afer that, Mr Harmeyr shut .

Lily, who has bcn iming our progrs with th ek of the house, s hat i w
documenary s gong il e st el work ofl, “Treels Wi Lana' Coseyx Bone”
(wich Lily shot,using somewhat crde animarion, afe Lans Welnberge's coccy bonebroks offand
disppeared o herbloodstwa, thanks 018 fll fom  bdly spoted basket s, “Travels” showed
Lae's cocey bone moving through Lana’ body, canying ke suiaseanvsting withthe ther
bonesand st

Lunch i s, ombread, mashed pottos,and pork tendercn sadwiehes. st having saladand
mashod potatoes. L ik o o leady, though | understand tat it staple of heWest Viginia
i, ke bogels and lox e nNew York

Sunday, March 13,9 pm. the et

oo 10 e ull account ofday.Jst held up mare woad frames For hours

Diner: salad,Tater Tot,bamiburgers, com.Jstate selad and Tt Tos. Sight of com skes me want
k.

Fellasocp ring nspisionl spcch by r. Gl Woke up it besd o Michse' shoulder He
s vry s about . Hope | it oo,

Cantelive | am o0 tred e 0 ke out with w boyfiend

Amgoing o slcp rght v, o exhasied o wat orlighs cut.
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Why it bring anyFebveze with me? WHY?

Anyway, e barf el ind ofined he o, Bsids,you coukd't even s any s, it s
dizling ot

Oh,no-The g out” el We ave 0 out o lashlghts o, and 0 10slec. 1ot know o
anyonecan e expectd e out here i the wildenes. There el o of weid oises ke
ooting owls and crickess and sl At ast we don'thave 10 worey about bears,ough. Larsapened
s duflel bugand pulled ut ppen, complee withan bl i matres, 4 et upright i front
ofourdoc, Whie s wil make going 0 he Por.O-Les i the middic of e night sighly diffcul- nd

willlo,sadly, disconrage any noctumal isations fom boys - it makes e hapy 1 know thit Lars
outthere with hisGlock9 mmand hisuchaks .. eve iFhe, ke the st ofus,can't seep due 0t
incrlily nosy vl

s Minhatanalrady. Wiat | would't give  be llled 10 kcp by the dulet ones of  car alan.

‘Sunday, Marh 13, Noon, e dining ent

O, my God,evry inchof me s soe I ke tying 10 lcp n theground. And e sides ofour
e kep appingall igh, and  hcught t s the Blair Wih ying 056 .

Plus when e woke up,verthing was denchod with dewe DEW, There s o dw nNew York Ciy
Pigcons, mayhe Lot of s But o dew.

Dewis my new enemy. Allgh hanks 0, my hr n longs smells e Bors's brtNow st
el .. dow:

Idosst belpshat v done ll morsing  hokd up wood rames. Aprenty | am hopeess
Tanmering, swing. dling, and pouring ement.Cood hing | caneal e way foWest Virgini 0 ind
atout.

So L wasin hangeofbolding up e wondsfames il ot people hammered thm i, sk hat
oquires nosil whatsoser st plety of upper by st which | am, of course, kg, b
ot sbout o admit 0 anyone At s, ot ot o

Sl tose frmesare HEAVY! | mean, ing houses s s sy,

“Than o fo Michacl, Lar,Dr. Gonvales,and eterTi. | don' mean b s, but t s pot
the iding singe e gy re deiilydoig bt job hengirks - aough Tin hs proven o b
ety adeptwith the il gun (ucky duck) | um prety suresh st doing i ook good i font of
PeterTau, who has supriingly shapelyforearms s Lill wasquick 0 pnt ot and fm o poserty.
Peterisalmost s ot asMaln'sboyrind,and e s the added bonus of ot beig  carioon characier:
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Oh.my...God.

We'rehere, We iy arived, d Cari wloaded our bags, nd the we hid o pick hen p and-
cany them o

OUR TENTSIII

‘VESII110! TENTSIIS WE ARE SUPPOSED TO STAY INTENTS 1101

ez, ofcourse,tha we'd beseeping nens, s picures of e i the rochur

Bt th s the brochure had, ke, wooden floes, and were s ofT the ground Thse s have:
0 wood supports atall. Andthey e RIGHT ON THE GROUND. WHERE THERE ARE ALSO.
SNAKES.

e neversep i et my . Seriosly, | no g 0 b princss abot s, b, e,
‘what sbou bears? And do't el me ther are o barsaround her, ecause we are SURROUNDED
Dy woods,ther s NOTHING bt woods in West Viinia, ad yeah, Principal Gupt kecps going on
about How bautul i, and ook t themoumains andsmell the clan, s i, bt el 7772
‘BEARSIT

Ao i s ever scTre Blair Wich Project? | mean, L il i wached that e menie with
my eyes cloed,bu it SOUNDED relly sary and | bliveit ook lac, um, where? OH YES, THE.
WooDstmHN

Thisis it We areall o dead

Lars sys notto oy, that e il make sure o wikd nimls o s Kilers gt i the e Lily .
i and e sharing. Bt | do't know. Thar's whatthe pople e Bai Wich Project i, and
ook what heppcnd o them! Al they founded ofhat cn gy s i finger! 1 do ot want o find
Lars'sinert 1 doot want 0 loseLars,he s an cxcellent byt with o s of . P
e docsn mind when Michacland | ke ot D you know how fr tha . bodyguand?7

Anyway,West Viini iseis'tso bad.Sofr we haven't met e person wearinga gumysack o
Playin e banjo na cnacing way: Evrybodyloks.. well,just ke people nNew York We aven't
et o host el yet. The way it works i, we arl sl 1 groupe, ad heexch groupis
signed 10 host iy, and thenthey work o hat fumily'shouse. | was very sared abwt the group
ihing. ke, ha | might gt asignd 03 group avay fomallmy ends, where | woukd'tkoow.
anybedy. But forantey, you g 1 ick your own roup.So Michal iy, Bors, Tin, Mrs. 1l Las,
me,Dr. Gonzales,ad i e boy, PteTsu, whosa junior and i o the wresting ea, el none

oo

e kind o somyfor curhos Family, el you heuth Becuse  mean, except or . Gonales
possby PterTeu - who | don't know anyhing st noneofus has ever bt aything bfor. Same.
fus v never cven held e et

Ourhos iy’ house s i chance ofending p loking ke complete csp.
Oh,God, there’sthe bel. We e supposed 0 gaher inthe “ining fent” now fo renion and

supper. L hving gravereservasions sbout o i mean besideshe s and the whoe thing
wher we e pobably going o €nd p g our ot il chances o etingdecen housing,here
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Seturdy, March 12,103 m. somewhere shong theNew Jesy Tampike

ichaeland e inally siting tgether, but e a ot kg out e, because Michael dos ot
e inpulblic displays ofafecton, bcause, s h sy, Sorme Tings ArePriat.

Whic flly undersand and ppeesiae| mean, s ot ke | vant i 0 go sroundFreching e he
f, or hitever.

Bt you knowfoldinghinds o't hur.

On the aber ha, it ot ofuncmforble 0 old Handsforany extended periodof e, M
aays stans gting al sweaty. My hand, | mean. Michelsdocs't.His hands e never sweaty.
Mayheon scountof i ing  muscin nd .

Maybe | am sffring from gt mustion. | e, an o of my ftchestednesand
lackloFscfu skl ism. Maybe 've got an et sweny-hand hromosome, o something.

Anyway, Cari,bing saf,couous,nd elisble,hosd down Bors b when we 10 the Molly
Picher Sevie Ares, and et we ll ot back on beard,andwith the windos down, you ralycan't
‘el hat . Princpal Gopia gave Boris  god doseof Draaine, and now b sunconscous
i is head lllig gt Lily's shoulder | s hewas't kiding shout moion-icknss modiine
cousing i o s i personaly: Weshoukl i i some cvery day, ifyou sk .

Sl cven though s spen most f e begiming of th i brfing, it s sopped i and Ll
o being e s couie 0 gt caught making ut. The were it spotcdsucking face i he Roy
Roger st the et sop,and  shrp ek from Princiel Gupts caused her 0 spring apan.

Bt jotrecenlyooked toward theback fthe bus,and ey were at taain! Those o can't keep
{heirhandsoffcuh ofer

Y vish Mihaelwoukd ook back there, nd relizemaybe alie PDA could't hur.

Oh,my God,amsotied. And my sl il ke Bi's br. | can't et uil we gt e,
and can wash my i, nd thenll e ising ca s

Suturdoy, March 12,5 p . Hominy Knob, WesVirgnia
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Drink plntyofsports drinks, Gatorade,orcanbery e the weck pror o dearig. Drink
{he Gtoade providd 0 you e workse o s yourclectrolyte and ptasiun lvels.

“Thrsangrst many Rying nscs i his s You il e st repeln,

D't e the local aimalssince hey ofe cay isass. Wash your bands immodisely fyo
do.

‘Dot ik th showsr waterorwate from theocal pigs.

Dot drink th wate o pet the i sect eellan™

Oh,my God, it have | goten myself 777772

Friay, March 11, prins essons, the Plaza Hotel

Gradmérsans belese Mom i lting me o oWest Virginia.She says she docsy't know wh's
crsier, Mom or g e go,or me for waning t0go i th it lace. She read ove th eesse s
and ol me sh hoped 'd b f in oot camp.

1 ot bt camp, Grandméne 1o er. '  onprof nondenominationalorgnizaton
ddictod 0 dimining sbeandard housing and homelesnss wordwide:”

“Then whyGrandmire wanied o know, “does i sy ers hat you ned 1 s every mominga s
AMr

“Bcaus;” | sid, sntching heforms o rom he,“thar's probebly when they seve break st ™

Grandéreshook her hed. “The st ime | got upatsix AM. was whenthe Geruns were sheling the
puace, back durig he war. Nohing short of ant.irral i should get  prnces out ofbedbefore
cight. Anyting euiri ndocet. I ot ook, Al o you oo e nPalm Springs, where |
am g o ol o he st fourdaily princes kssons. 't sy, you ko, eaching  young
il she s b rogen,day i, day cut. Areyou sreyou dont wa 0 come with me? Ther's
0 e 0w nect epellnt n e deset, And there o't e any et wipes. st the esutl
eryslwaersofthe hoe ool and Bgin wafles o oo seric...

“Nor™ L yele, becaus the wal partsoundod eally erping. 1 betncbody at e spa where
Cirandmére s ging b o wory shout hee potssim feve. 1 g o spn my Spring e o
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Someting o o mankind “Anc, hpeily, kg ot it my boyfend. Oh, s, and disconring
that o siledsingle layer. ey, you neve ko, “Remember Prince Walla? e spenta YEAR
afehigh school nChie heping hepoor. st going oW et Virginia, and nly forive days. | ik |
can gokdcu for five days o geting p atsix AM.”

Grandméngust tookasip of e sidecar and ptedRomeel e semi-uld oy poodie.

“Suipousself,”she s, “But 1 hope thisdocs't mean you e ging 0 san going sbout n i
‘wer, ke hoss bl Chilean sweaters Prince Wil starid weasing. You know bow wool gives you
ansh

oldGrandméne they don't wear sweatersiWest Vi, and sheasked what hey do wear, ten,
nd 1 had 10t it ko Th's when s sabbed  Fingerat me and e, “Ah bt el you
ity wear nWes Vigina ! Gunnysacks! That's wha ey wearn\Wes Virgina ™

Y oldGrandmére that contary o ha she migh belee, the Deprssion is over and nobody wears
mysacksanymore.

Bt don't ko, mcan,what sbout that movieNel saring Jodie Foser, wher she layed thatdeal
mute e way out i he woos nd ws s ing o about dancin'ectheweend L am
ety sure st was s inWest Viginia O o of heCaolns . Clos chough. And she ws wearing s
pumysack O  housedres at hevery s,

(O, my God, 1 hop they don' expect s o dres ke the atives i oxder o bend n! | don't own o
Housedrss 1 don'teven think youcan buy one ofhose iNew York

Friday, March 11,

1pm, telol

s so worked p aboutlthe gunnysacks and Gatorade tha when | o e | sked Mir G
there was someting e maybe wasn'teling me about i pst s withHovsing o the Hopeil. M. G
s v acualy boen oW st Vigina befre, buthe went oMxicy s some Texas border ows
wilh H forthe . He wenl, “Really M, | can' s cnough posive ings aboutthe experenc. I vally
faught e o spprecineall ht [ have.™

Which i fine, bt it el amswer my question bout e gunmyscks He didsay 1 coud oo s
Hammer hough

So L went ol nd nsan messaged Michac, becausearall, be s my hear's dsie,and e oy
perscn o et whocansoohe e whe my sl s rctous 8 an jured pry.

Bt ven though e my rsson o i and all f tha, Michse wes sl unhelpl sbont e whole
aampackihing
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it rsson thn L. She s inging ber video camers, nd she i oing o tpe the i andshow it
I o e publc acoes cable levision rogram Lilly Tl I Like I s She says s gong obea
Scring commentary on th inadeguaciesofur public hsing sy

vt how building house compores o g an i Famework for goverment oy of vl
Euopean principly lkeGenon 1 bt anyhing hey'd pt it n e schoolpaper.

Bt reallyLilly was s rbbingit i that,ever e | disoncred st my oy it s hat ] cn it
hings i semicoeraining manner and oned the school paper e iom, al he o has t e it
s the woekly cafteria e, since 1'm b s | haven' Paid My Ducs.

Bt evenifcould get LesteChoo peint my soy, i s ke L acullyknow antingaos iding
Houss. 1 ot ke e going obeabe o contribute anyhing o the Alber Einsicn igh School
Sadentconstction cam, considring whar aleles ek | xcept maybe for the whale wiing.
hing. Bt whatgood, nder ircumstances such s s, & hing bl torie? It would e o ch
ool wee skl at g e, o someting aclyusefl 10 scicty.

Maybe 1 shouldjst i the it hat theonly hing | can do el well i it and ossbly order
Crincse oo, htis ighly unlkely that | avesome ki of idden et for hanging diywallaxd
{hat ] amgoing o discover it while buiing housesfor e hosnces over Spring rvak,

Alhough- am somy-but i werea poorperson, | would s rather have e han BorsPelkowsi bkl
my house, Eveniheaemative wasio e, would ot i g my house | know Boris
s the ot ifiod persnin ur whole Gifed and Tl cas, but i dring 8 scho rchestr
concer Boi went it the third-looesinwell o he could prcic i slo i prvae nd he cned .
Hocking KimselFout nd hd o bang o e see doors orhours befoe snyone fond i, mcan, he
‘concer ad aready cnded by ten, and cverybody had gone home. I was uckythe custodian was sl
o duty or Boi mighthave been sapped in st el all weckend. Wilhout fod orwater, e might
Have dicd,andon Monday when eerybods came ack 0shoo, l hey'd have found was tis
Skecion liching  vioi d wearing s ucked 10 S pnts.

Bt thars st myopiion.

Frday, Marh 1, Lunch mosing o theAlbrFinscinigh SehoolHavsing forthe Hopef Brigade

T staing o have grave rescrvatons abouWest Vi, and ot st becase MichatHas o
sk me i am planningonbinging my chemy ChapSick (i i favor). 1 mcan, ko her e
poorpeople thereand all,butt s sl IAMERICA,forcyingcut o

Bt D Gonzales st g us st ofthings we o o being with s, Lill and Michaclnd Bors
0 Tina 4 L jst siting here, eding i, sing Hello i s oke? Like, what i 3 v gallom solar
Shower bag? Where woukd youeven by one ofthose? And what withthe poassiansic,non-meing
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snack erns? What are THOSE? What are we gong o ced ptsssiam for?Dou't heyhave rocery.
sors nWest Virginia | mean, can' wejust 010 the el and buy  barara?

Oter s we are supposed o bring incde

ool bl o ot il pouch
Hamme it

Gloves i g e s, sbovls, -
25.40-30-foot e messure

Uiy ik

Wire uterao i snips ot biling d chicken wire
Sl il o sl

Camrters i

Sl combo, i, o campener's
EHE——

Pl e opions)

U hello L ama princss. 1 dont hav any of hese hings, Necd  scpler? ' your gl Nl pller?
Notso much.

And el you woukd ik thy woukd giveussome ssons n, ke, aypsum b orwhateer, bt
o 1scad, Dr. Goalesjust gave s these release forms hat ur parens are supposed 1 ign, sying
hatthy ot hod Housin forthe Hopeful esponsile nthe vent that wear imod or kil o e
oty

Mimed o kil

“ina Halim B st s e and wanied 0 ke why the andout sy we nesd o bring o
‘week' supply of wet wipes with us. Dr. Gonyalssays bcuse on cloudy dys o v gallon soar
Shower oge might o warm p cnough s 20 we should beprepared cither 0 ake 3 cold shower o
et wipes 1 clean cuscives.

Ui, excuse me, bt do wet wipes ven work ol 0.2 How am 1 going 0 ke ot with my boylfend if
ISMELLT??

Irealy st panicking when Dr. Gonzales sked us al a0 g 2 oftheandous Tha's
e puge 2
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rowsy and o him of i peronaiy.

Tean'twit

Anyuay, il b hady s ling She ot ery g cosespof e vori. She s fiming
e A, whichs e e cverytody i o A g Schoo il ofour s
nerio e b Eveyody 1o ol il consdeng s i i il ny bt e
s

“The person withte st ggnge s Lars.Even hough lbbiedvery bard ot 1 be aconprid o
18 1 by my royal by, m dad nsistd.He s be wast' thrled aboutmy going n e st
place- Dad wans e ospend every vacation | et inGenovi - but sine Mo ad aleady sud | could,
e wouldn'tconradicthe.He woukd't, howener, llow e 0 g0 without proection fom would-be
Kidvappers. Allof myarping e T wesgeing 0 s personal sty sysiem - Mr Hakim
Bat s nococics, it ms ul,in West Virgina, nd soWahim s well-camed vaction. ..oy he's
ot s appy bt y0u would think,sinee it s Lasgets Mademoselie Kienall 0

Himsef el and Mr Whecton - semed 0 ll on deaf cas Lrs ws going, my dd s, and thar's

Atiast Larsaveslight. Al b brought s one sl duffl b, 1 ke Lars whrehis sing bg and
llos e, he st s, hope e docs ot hik h i sharing i, v my by, ot
hatmch,

Anyway,Lilly s Flming everying o hebus S0 we o't forgt ing. She ok  good ong ot of
thesign enging ove the bus diiver's . The sign sy

1AM YOUR BUS DRIVER CHARLIE.

‘SAFE, COURTEOUS, AND RELIABL

PLEASE STAY BEHIND THE YELLOW LINE.

Whilewe were stuk n trffi i ront of the Lincol Tunnel,Lill asked s whatwe thought Chare
woukd do i Priniel Gupa sdeny hrew e acoss h yelowfne.

“Because harkiis s and relsble” Tina s, “he ol probublygo, Mis! Sy behind the yelow
et

s agree,“Bas becaus e o councos, e'd probbly put ik, Please,mis! Sty behind
theyelow ln! Thnk you!™

Forsome rason this made us augh sl we el ke troing up ourschves.

Only sixand bl o w0 o il we et here.
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LINUXRULZ: Mi,the poople e ae going o buikd s forar poer, not demenie. | am sty
e oing 1o werin soncthing ot han bags. | can, st going 10 b ke nDelverance

have never seenDeiverance bosause | on' ik movis where hingsjup ot apepe from bind
s, but | prtendod ke 1 had,because  want Michael o think | am mature formy ag: Afeall, e s
aserorand am only  reshman, | uve o do what | ca o keep him fom remenbering | m nly
ourien and hre qarir yeus ol

FTLOUIE: kaow: But mesn, did you evr readChrisy ?

“Thisisind of asupd qeston o sk guy, sive he anly gy 1 know who has radChristy sy
ncghbor Ronnic,whoisnowa gir Bt whatcver Michae § way wel e, fora member of what .
‘mom ks ol e cultofptnachy.

FTLOUIE: becauscChrisy takes place in ok Mot which e prcicaly e same s
heAppalachians, and exerybody n i gt typhod becuseofhe unsntay condiions, nclcing
Christy, and st saying.maybe ha's why we'r ot supposed 1 ouchthe animls

LINUXRULZ: Mis, sip worrying so much. i were sl ursfe, do oo ik Priipl G would
begoing?

FTLOUIE Prisipa Gupta dos some vry sirunge things scmetmes Remerber when she agresd
play Officerkupke n the drama club' prouction of West Side Sory?

LINUXRULZ: Mis, nsiad of bsssing oerte pssibily ofcontacin typhoid s having 0
weara gunnysack, why G0ty 1y 1 Kecp in i the most mporant spec of s whol

iought meybe b meant e athat e weregoing 0 gt o ke ot bench heWestViginasrs.
Butsince ot scmed nlkely givn ou st o converstions, | dcided e st mean he whole ing
where gt possibly finout tht | m gt sometingbesides econding every sigle st det of

my xitnce i i iy, wiich i ot xacly  wortwhie Sl

Bt e sz Hecouka't possbly e ha, because | bt e my seret sy ht it
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tums ot an execlenspaseer, o whatever, S0 nsiead 1 i

FTLOUIE: Yoo man thepart where we are heping the poor o e acuslize?

LINUXRULZ No,  mean the par where you nd 1 ¢t 10 spnd five whle daystgether wihoutany
inerernce fom s gt

Ooouoh! So e cahingon afer !

Michact's ight Wi caressbout tphoid when there kissing ?

‘Suturday, March 12, 30 a.1m., 08 the b toWest Viginia

Welthe Ksing s sy

“Tha's ecausebefore we'deven gt 0he Lincoln Tunne, Bors got carsick and s 10 hrow up i
‘peper b and Lily 5 b0 way was e iting by imanymere, a 01d Michicl 0 o 50 s
could it by e, and when Michacl aid o, Bors i up some e, only this e b missd he
puper b, and it wentall over the oor,and Prncipal Gupta and Mrs.Hill had oclean i up, bt hey
it dos verygood joon ecount of ot ving any peper fowels o anything o we sl had o move
101 bock of the s, away fom vornit s, nd el was th anly one who volunier 0 say

withBorsand ke St thst et e e e up in e g

My boyfend s col. Not nly s he incrdiblysrart and a very e musicin and siled with
compers nd a excellen i and al o thay, bt e slsoextemely compussionsie, Magbe he will
e doctor someday, and discover  urefo cance. | certainy hope 50 bcause thar's the anly way
theGenovin Parfament s ging o pprove me marying K.

1am notworied,though. Michse i ma among men and il doubiessly do something exsoninary
it i e thwill i the e ofheGenovis poplefust s he s won i IFonly [ had sy
ol e s Michac docs 1 woukd b i ] coud ply the gutarand ko henl.

Anyway,eventhough | o osit i he font f e bus with Michaand el i s puper
ugs o Bor, e sud.jost ke Daniel Day-Lews e Lt of the Mobicans, “No. Missave
yourslso nov Lilly, Tins, and el rammed itoone setunl we gt 1 the it st iop o the
N Tumpike and the bus diivercangive the floor o bosing. Principa Gup sy 5 00n 5 we
Pl over she s ging 0 by some Dramanine and make Bors ke . Bor seys Dramaine makes him
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s daiy doc 10 her ey pound weight gan i the st ) - st ook at me.and
ket M, e you na cult”

OH, MY GOD! Only e xtreme hormona ialance my moer s ging rough ight o coukd
make erbelicve thatmy working o provideafocsble hnsing o the o o et they ca v

gty nd sy i ny sy compursbl o eligious o,

When I mcntioned tht out o, howeser, my mosher shrieked, “Frank! Come e, quiek! M
at”

“Thank God MGl came n the oo he'd becn i he ivin room, prcicing bis drus.- .
explinedo my mothr i cal,ressombie voi tht Housing orthe Hopefl no cul,tht .
nonproft, nondenominaionsl oganization ddicied 0 eiminating subsandurd bousing and
Homelessnes: workdwide He sk sid fat he himseFhd voluteerad o ot stadens fom Albet
Finsicnthe e fve Spring Brcaks,and hat th oly ason he had't gon i yarwas o0 account of
my o beingprgant it his o chid, e sex o which we do ot know because my o sy i
e Kows ' boy she won't e any iceni 0 push, e being he rsson we ven necd
orgariaions ik Howsingfor e Hopeful. Bosase mlepolicians ke such b deisions when ey
areleted o public o, sch asating expensive and unnceessary wars before making sureall i
constunis hav desent oing i, k.

o hen 1 poinid ot 0 my mom tha Tina Hekim Baba, who s’ ven nGifed and Tleed, nd
‘whose fthr anns  bunh of el and s sy worried sho Tin ting kidnapped by some rival
ol baron's henchinen, s beengiven specal prision 2. Andthat il Mescowitz,resdent shool
s my bt e, s going. Dit e by, BonsPelkowsk violin s ad mouth
et

“The 1 added that my o boyend, Lily's oderbroter Michacl, i going. s wel ried ot 0ok
100 cageras | sed his st pice of formation. | mean, elly, here's b eason o belabr e fct
tha Michac nd 1 would b ogelcr,witout prera superisin, i the wilds ofWest Vigina fr v
whol days. | was ety Sure My o wuddi' e o hrilled e iz his s he iy esson
o my waning 0 g0 e 1o ket sound ke my pimary rsson for my waning 10 o was my dsiv:
1ohelpthose s ot than e,

Which is compltly. 100 precat e Bt ko well,Tsorofwant 1 make ot with my boyend
ithout Having s prens ormy motber o sepfthr or grandmober brge o0 .

s 1 my mom et the i i ol school ancioned g, nd would b ullysupervisd by
. Jus Gonuals, e dircior o the Novhast Division ofHovsin fothe Hopefal: Alher e
High School prncipa, Princial Gupa: M. Hill o my Gifdand Tlened s (vt that | sm
e orlented, but whatever: Mademoisele Kien from French; and Mr Whecton, h track coueh
and Health nd Sty e

Oh,and tha el Appalachian Mounains ar nly ke, seven hours ay from Masbatan by s,
and e whol i s nly frfiv dys, s whatis he BIG DEAL??7?

Bt mymom il oked e skpsical

il mentioned hGrandrére hud declred that my waing 0 goat al was eniely Mon's i,
oecnroling me nsuch  hippy-dippy chool i he it place.
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Spring Bk, thovghtyos were mad Bt | metDr. Gonzals, and e scms ke vy i man.And
‘your house ... adegua. hat s not howener,why | hre I've taken rooms t the Hanmpion I —
Sy, the inest qaner s i o procure | houghtpeips youall might ik o come bk with
me and showerbeforeyour it cbration diner, o which Dr. Gonales hs veryKidly nvited e |
derstad the bthing coditos: s he camp e o heprimit i, and ] ofyou heve  very long
s ride aheadofyou fomomov.”

We il ack o th tnuck without aotber word. Take a shower? Noone e 1 sk s i,
“The thought hat we migh, at ong s, be bl 0scupe fou days of sweat and dew from ur bodies
s v beter than e cream — ven beter, | st i, th the prospectofuniniernpied Kissing.

Sowe all llowodCrandméresino o the moel,where she'd take seven rooms for herseand
Romme, er odygnards, her pesonalmad,her asistan,her hauffur, and bercoes. Evesybody
0t lly submere hemseves unde i o waer and use some cean sowes foracharge | myself
bortowed some ofGrandéresChanel No. and it y closbeswith . Bl 1 Now there
was NOWAY my boyfind o b ae o it .

Albough when T prseed mysefo b, inall f my sqcaky-lea gy, by the e machie i he
Hampion  hllway, any tempt Michacl might bve made o ks me wascrcly hwared by
Grandinéne's mid,who came soling by wiliRommel on e, because t was e for“walkis”.

Afer we had alfnished washing away the st and dw, e polily tankedGrandiére and said
e hd 1o going back 0 camp inoner 10 dlive he ot g buns. When wegot e, we found out
{hat M. Hormeyerhadgivn bin 0 beliy si-poun-fveounce by i Butwhat REALLY blew
meinway was when Dr. Gonzales s, “And, i, thllarmeyers i 0l you tha they rmed her
ety

“Realy?was flaterd,“They nmed e by M
. Gonzales looked unsomforabie “Un; e ssid "Not ety They e her Priness”
Princcstamneyer. O, wel I il i 0 kaow  ave feft my mak on Homsiny KiobSort of

Afethe clbration daner - whih was ally e hey seced 10 hav r out f com products - D
ol it campire and e ossed sl Michse ot out i s and el sang
Kuanbays” song,theone tht skes me e ik cryig exery e L esr i

“Then 10 how our West Vigins oss some New York City v Lily, nd T, o s our
version of Dstiny's CHT's “Sanvivr,"which we do vy wel(Lily even ket me beBeyoneé fora
hange) Grandmiére clapped ke cuy even though Lars ughed 50 hard st e st choked om
Smore and s Hill had o smack i o the ock,

T e ost il g West Vi somg thtwas ery s, about il who may have b bom
poor i s, butFancy was ername. I wasall sbout ow Fancy used her aleats 10 gt shead in
e She ever complined sbouthaving the WRONG KIND of e, she jost usd st God gave
. That,realizd, it was what | nceded 1 st doin: scp wishingfobetrtalkns, and ot leam 0
s theone | have o the bstof my iy,

1sighd prety hud when | thought fhis, and Michoel st Have thought 1 was s o< somehing, since
eput i amn srud e, YESL 1 The guy wasfinllysaring o come amund.
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When 1 ld Mot she go isloak n e e, and wen,“Your randmodhc ssd ha? You know
‘whe, Mi?You can g, Now get ot ofhe . ou're bosking Jnine Tumer”

s wonder ' as well st s, youthink aboutexeryting | e 10t up with

Wl whtever. Al al hat aring, '\ GOING TOWEST VIRGINIA !
lastounce ofccrgy o el myon e kv fur pending biss:

Eerp——
FTLOUIE: Michact My mom ssid | can g

LINUXRULZ: Oh, bey, thar'sgra.

Oh, ey, tharsgreat?Thar's I Tisis the ull extcnt of Michcls aprecsion or il my ard work
i whiing? O ey, thar's great? Mayhe it ot bt sunk iy

FTLOUIE: ToWest Viginia ! Where we wil be e AT LAST!

'LINUXRULZ: Wel ot reslly ecsuse everybody cle n G and s gong o be there, oo,

Oh,my Giod.This s going o beFrderthan | thought Michel s obvously ot iking aong he same.
e conceming s i He i probubly oking forward o deing some g frthe s forunse.
Whih L am 00, f coune.

Bt am s locking forwsd o mskin ot with my by under the Wt Vi s,

Must work on planing e ofromance i i, ot come o o time for sjor make-cut
Sesion inour nton’ iyl st 11

Fridsy, March 11, Homeroom

Lily i soextd bout theWest Virgina i she can't tlk st snyting e Bt she s excied ora
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“Then we had some e pesionste momerts maing out pear s et whil e was supposed o
pting s i vy

A cansay s thank you THANK YOU, GRANDMERE!!ecause wilootherand the us of her

shower, Michac nd | migh ever b devloped he vy grea appreiaion o the thedogy ofthe
hunenr thatwe hve ight .

Wednesday, March 16,10 i, the ot

LambometAT LASTIIIE
“Thebusrid bk fomWest Viginia s SO much et than th b ide there, o e thing,
PrincipalGupts mode sure Bors s good nd doed with Drsmaine befors she e i anywhere
e the parking ot Andthen verybody was s rd,theyall el slecp before we ven ot cno
Highvay 64

When the bus il pulledupin rontofATerEisinfigh School and everyone s piling offto
collct e bogs from Chaie, there was o ofhugging and “Sox you Monday” going on fom pople
Who befor he rp ad't becn e, ik beween us and PeterTsu

“The it prt s, Dr. Gonsas cae p o1, ooking ll erbarrssd ad went,“Priness Mis,
s tll yourgrandesber st oy mesin b very much.She  nly  dyamic wernan.”

Whoa. Looks ke 'm ot the oly Renskdo who s out 0 have et e

L sohappy 0 b Home, 1 rn around kising exeryting I mised, inclcing Ft Lo the matiress
oumy bed, my ot the refgerto,and he TV.

Bt st ofall  kised y mom,and 1ok berhat eventhoughWest Vi ll right andeveything.
s el e what Dorothy says in e Wizard f Oz, about he e no place ik hoe.

“Evenifyou're on Spring Bk my mom wante o koow.
“Evnifyou'reon Spring Break” | sid.
“Evenifyoure a pricese?” my momssked

“Especaly fyou're aprincss”said.

And them ik up th phone and calld Narmber One Nl Son snd ordered sl s cold
Scxume noodies ordincr.
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and Mademaisell Kicin, noless !

“They made us swear ot 0 el anyone, Wesid we wouldn'y

Bt hats ot ven theworst pan.The worstpat s, aflr they went away, Michacl ACTUALLY.
STARTED INVENTORYING THE TOOLS!1211

“Thee s el oly on cxplanaion or i, andhais that sl 0 bad,my o by fcnd docs ot
even want o ke cut with .

A i were no b g |l someting crawling p my g and looked down snd s the
‘world'sbigest b on y calf. 1 serad s ol tht Lo came bursing in it i g,

Michaclid it s nlya cevipede.

‘ONLY A CENTIPEDE?IT TOUCHEDAY SKINI!1!

i machcasic o b an nvironmenials when youlive i the iy wher therearen' ha may bgs,
{han when you s e county d are bing sk lv by thn. 1 ot ur ove e o ch s
Tused o hik 16

Tuesday, Marh 15, Noon,the dinng et

Workedll morming. sl 0 much f .o, s s LAST WORK DAY. Bt el must paintll
wlls, and i, oo pls nsll oring, tc. Bors dropped a window shutcon i big o, bt Dr.

Gonales s st broken,just dislocated.He maipulated it bck no lace 1 would 50 never ouch
Bori' et Dr. Gonzaes il a s snd by e 0 he o et 01850 would sy where

it suppored 0.

i Hameyr s bcn complaiin ofbanbur sne sk, bt oon e el sk
Leghonnine' discasemlod ou s we ave b i s, Posy sl of two Dit ok she
ot wih et ggs nd ocon? Usom s sold bephenykcomaWarned i Hameyeraout
angers fio much e i god thing | hve wtchod 30 any <psodsof A Baby Siory o
theLeaming Cunel in prearion o theival of my e by brosher o s, vy rontof
rensal oo

Tuesday, March 15,9 pm, ot doy ofhome biding
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Monday, Marh 14, Noon, the dining ent

Woke 0 fllon e Wetwipss st ofshowers for everyon. That'sokay, my muscls wouldhave
o 00 sore 0 cary my five-gallon sola shower bag o shower arca anyway. Besides, ' feeing —
the dew sosked hrough my lcping bag. ightdown 1o my o, 1 e ke v aleady
shover

Forunaly wehad arcady framod i he rof of heanmeyer's b Sper moring applying ypecn
oard oatrior wall Willhingle oo lar i et . My be ting bt a this hvse-ing
ihing, bmmernly went hrough gypum boand e times. i Harmcyer says that'sokay, she an hang
et ove ols. But Micel sys o, we wil lasir ove hen.

Lunchis urkey sandviches,potat seld, I, and com hips. A potao saad 0 1.0,

Avwgeer, back 0 work.

Monday, March 14,10 pm, the en

o 1 wrte much Rt p and  spent afenocn o oof singing with Lily, T, and PeteTsu
Only el off oofonce. Laded an Bors, s that was l right. Michul, Las and Dr. Gonzales sl
he plambing.Mn Hamneyer cried when her ot fushed frthe fist e, It s deply moving

Afe dinner sl i chieken, creamed com, an rols ony te slad wn ol Michsel
‘s me by voluntcring the wo of s o nventory th ools” i the supply .

sl sure Bow ltabout that,cn sccount of the whle wet wip sitaion. | mean, whatif|
SMELLED?Nfade Tring smell e e quic.Shesid 1 smelled okay. Bot who knows i her pesrls are
s sensiveas Michael 2772

Wortied the whol way o supply e that Michae woukd y 10 ks e hen be el by possibeb o

Exeep hat when we g ther, it umod outthe supply et was ey cooupied...by M Wheeton
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Tt i coud et cleaed up fst v

Dt ' have worried. Because 1o soaner id Michse et thosekeys n i b han we were

descended upon by the et ofou roup, who l demanded 1 join s, 1 e ot 0ok 100 depressed
s Lar,Lill, Boi, Tin, ad PoorTu il i he kit us. Thir entusiam wasa e bt

infectous, have o admit.

“Tow was bigdisspeintmens, though. ' orgoren st s Hameyer bad sid tere s noing
doinit. There & no venasingle Chinse resaurant e you can g0 for cold seame s We

‘went 0 hegrocery s ad got th ho-dog s, Lilly was ll, Finly, | can geta bugel”but

hey dida eve Haveany, ok eve the Lender's kind n b,

o then we wereall Kind of deprsseson ccount ofthe no-bagel-and-1o-cold-sessme-noodle hing.
Bt when we got ack i he rck, Michl wert,“Well, thre’s ne ingWest Virgiia s
haManhatan dosst,” ad he saned rving.

bought Michel was lingsbout theMomen, o now, o tht movie, and | ouldt ik what
‘was 50 great ot tht becaus l theMothman docs i call peopiecn the phone and say i  cary
Vo, Sty avey rom hecherical plan” hich 't elly sl nforation o sy

Bt ums out Michel s king o heotiman e wastaling sbout Dy Qusen! !
ums utthere was  Dary Qucen ight cuide Hominy Kb Ther areno Dary Queens inManhatan
- exceptfor  gross one bedy bt foursseve gos 0 Pean Staion.

We weresoescitd,we il ot oftherck and rshed up 0 he il i he windo: Evrybody ot
Someting et Lars g0t chery s, Lilly got 8 pean usierprfi. Bori ot Heath Bor e
izand. eerT ot Coke shsh. T ot w-alyogar on ecount ofhe fc tht PeerTsu wis
Tooking. Michael o an Oreocookie iz, ot chocolse-tpped vanill sof sre.

Ao it was SO good Afealour han work,nd he seing in s nd he Port-0-Les and the wet
‘wipesandsaheing on cheryClapSick o nting and fnding ot hat 1 ctusly v  usefl e
afleall,that chocolatedipped vanills cone was ealythe mast delcous thing o caen i my whole
e

We were alejoying ourics cream sning againt e sideofhe Dodge Chevy nthe sof pre-sring
Sunsie, when e blck i sltheed ot Dsiry Queen perking o | swesr | nely dropped my
vanillcone a5 the chauffeur came around 10 pen herarpusenger door,ad out poppod

“Gradmérr™ cried,burely able o beleve my yes.
Aol Grandimér ssid, ooking aroun n distste. Sh was dressd na b ehersd purple vlvet

cost,wiiRommel incne am and purse i the i, Al e rsidents of Hoaniny Kic who happened
0o i thevicinitycould ot ket yes off er. “Youre ooking

“Grandinére;” 1 s “Whatare you dong here? | houghtyou were ging oPam Springs ”
1o gothere hought 1 would 10 by 1 e you an my way bome I've been 0 yourer wark s
“Really1 was il shocked 0 seeGrandinée inHorminy Koob.Didyou e he s we bk

16" Grandméne sid.“1 st admit, when you o e s 5 what you wanted 10 dowith your
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Sovird, oty amingday, s ge it down befoe | frge:

Fiished biing M. ad M Harmeyer's ouse When we weredone,we all stod arund and
marcle we hd b e bedroom,one bk house i e days, complee with kchen dining
oom, and il rom.mcan, it not 8BIG house (only1 200 sarefct, sl than o o) and i
ke tharmeyers can affodcableor ea fumiure o anyting Bt house,nota doube wide
ke Micheland Scfino bave becn ning i heir whol sor v,

A you Knowt ' ook so . | mean, we hd spackleover the ol 1'd e the gypsum
bourd, s you oukdnt even s then. A with the vinyl sling, i ooked, | don'know. Like a REAL
house

Whilewe were sunding there dniing our haniwork, Ms Harmeer complsined thtsh ad
wicked case o hertbum and hd anyone s had e pottosulad st el | nfomed i Hammeyer
that, being vepeiarian, had caten noting bt potao sasd fo lunc,a it d becn th oy po-ncat
@i availaic, 0 1l e Then apened my diry 1o e ey | i carlicr oday and showed M
Harmeyer thai he had complained ofndigeston afe breakfist,aswel.Was it possible, sk, that

She waen'hing hearium aall, bt conrctions? The o have csasonally been confsed, cen by
xperincod mather,ateast acconing 1o A Baby oy

“Then M Harmeyer goall excied and yele, "0y God! Todd, get the pickup!™

SN, and Mrs Hamneyer spd offfortheBoss,ving s i chargs of Mihell and Sifio Dr.
Gonzales was way impresses by what b called my powers of bservation. Nt everybody,he sid,
‘would e ket suchdealed Fecond of aodhe person's complans about her gt

110d Dr Gonzaes st it was nobigdal,tha it downeverything. aly. Then e s the st
hing. He sid: That's quica il

Wout I almost made e think maybe beingable o wri st suh a b, afler ! e, s
s coo s ing bl 0 us i g, anal. B ey, it might o b oy s

“Then Dr. Gonzalestumed 10 Michaeand sed, “We'r out ofho-dog buns o the celebason e
fonight I sny here wilh Mitchell and Sifunc, o you hink you cold o o town and pick some up™
a0 hehandod Michael he keys o is Dodge Chivy!

And it s outMichae can drive! He s drver's e and verybin! He eamed o summers
agoathis parens”couny s nATany

“Theeare ery fow boys who v iVt who ko bow 0 i, on sccount o il nyon:
owninga carinNew York Ciy

So Michacsid, “Sure Dr. Gonzas™
Fora minue | houghta Spring Break mielehad occured...you know, that Michaland 1 would b

alone, i motor vehik,miksfrom anybody s, and would il g chance o el ou o et
st s one.





